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THIS the oldest of the extant works of Josephus, was written towards the end of Vespasian's 
reign (A.D. 69-79). The Aramaic original has not been preserved, but the Greek version was 
prepared by Josephus himself, who, on account of his beautiful Greek style, was called the Greek 
Livy. The work displays Josephus's literary genius to the full. It covers the period from about 
170 B. C. to the Fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the latter portion describing events which came 
within Josephus's own knowledge.
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